[Long-term care after deep brain stimulation of patients with Parkinson's disease].
Long-term care after deep brain stimulation for Parkinson's disease requires regular technical check-ups as well as clinical follow-up. Residual or emerging difficulties with gait, balance or speech should be addressed by specific rehabilitation programs. In cases of psychosocial maladjustment, psychotherapy or family counseling may prove helpful. After consolidation of stimulation parameters, pharmacotherapy can be tailored according to the individual needs, following the same guidelines as for Parkinson's disease patients without deep brain stimulation. In cases of clinical deterioration, malfunctioning of the stimulation system, comorbidity or disease progression has to be considered and treated accordingly. Structured long-term care programs may contribute to patient satisfaction and ensure quality of life.